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“We are extremely happy with the School which has exceeded all our 
expectations, James has made an excellent transition and we are 
delighted with the progress he has already made.”

First Year parent

Our values are at the centre of everything we do. Although the words from our 

school motto  –  ‘Virtue, Learning, Manners’ – were written in 1622, they are 

remarkably timeless. They guide our core purpose in helping young people 

discover and develop their talents with both self-assurance and humility. Our 

pupils are kind, ambitious, and seek to make a positive contribution in the present 

and the future: our role is to help them achieve their successes – in whatever shape 

they may come – without any sense of entitlement.

To do this, we prepare our pupils for a fast-paced and ever-changing world. They 

will need to solve problems we don’t yet know about (in addition to those we do) 

and many will take on jobs that don’t yet exist. Our pupils are active participants in 

this journey and distinguish themselves as enterprising young people who always 

strive to be the best version of themselves. They excel in many areas – academically, 

in the visual and performing arts and in sports.

We have a reputation for developing confident, resilient and lifelong learners who 

relish the challenges they face. In an age of instant gratification and immediate 

rewards, our pupils understand the value of perseverance, learning from mistakes, 

and the fact that patience is a virtue. They are willing to take managed risks and 

celebrate their own successes and those of their peers with equal enthusiasm, 

whilst accepting Winston Churchill’s premise that ‘success is not final and failure is 

not fatal’. We cultivate this approach by modelling the behaviours we want to help 

our pupils develop, and by teaching with genuine passion and intelligence in a 

stimulating environment. The consequences of this culture of continuous learning 

are our excellent record of exam results and onward success of our pupils, but we 

are a School that offers much more than such measurable and finite outcomes: 

many schools promise to develop the whole person but few can claim to do so as 

well as Brentwood. 

We are also a day and boarding school with a difference – our boys and girls are 

taught separately until the Sixth Form and this allows us to encourage freedom of 

expression and to tailor academic teaching whilst leaving space for individual 

identity and social integration beyond the classroom.  All 1,200 pupils enjoy access 

to our modern facilities, set in the heart of Brentwood yet surrounded by 75 acres of 

playing fields and gardens. 

If you like what you read, come and visit us. You will receive a warm welcome. 

 
Michael Bond  
Headmaster
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You cannot measure it, but you can sense it. People remark when they visit us that 

although we are a large school, there is a hum of harmony here, a sense of warmth 

and inclusiveness that defies the size of the place. Ours is an incredibly strong 

community, built on shared purpose and positive relationships.

The quality of these relationships is the key to the success of our community. We 

are keen to get to know you: what fires your imagination? What hidden talents 

can we uncover and help you grow? Our pupils have a strong sense that they are 

known and that they belong here: in many different ways by many different 

people.

Our pupils and staff work together in a variety of groups: teaching departments, 

forms, year groups, Houses, teams, ensembles, orchestras, casts, troops, boarding 

houses, and congregation. Through these varied and supportive networks, firm 

friendships are made and many last a lifetime. Once you have been a pupil here, 

you will always be a part of the Brentwood community.

A Brentwood education presents learning as a lifelong pleasure with many 

rewards for the intellectually curious and the diligent. We follow ‘The Diamond 

Model’ for academic teaching, which means that from 11+ boys and girls are 

taught separately until the Sixth Form, when classes are mixed to prepare young 

men and women for the world beyond school.

We believe this model provides the best environment for learning and there is a 

growing body of research which supports this view.
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Our approach

“Brentwood School has given both my children a desire to 
achieve and contributed to a work ethic that as parents we 

believe is important.” 
Second Year parent

A place to flourish
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“Brentwood has given me the confidence to pursue 
my goals…it teaches you to think for yourself and 

how it is up to you to determine whether you 
succeed or not. I feel optimistic about my future.” 

Grace, Fourth Year

It’s an education
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Pupils help shape the direction and content of some societies including subject-

based clubs that run their own calendars of events holding visits from guest 

speakers, trips and social events. Among the most popular are our debating 

societies, the Junior Colloquium and the Sir Antony Browne Society, named after 

the School’s founder. Guest speakers are invited and lively debates are always a 

feature, with subjects ranging from The British Monarchy and Beekeeping to The 

Middle East Crisis and veganism. There is every opportunity for pupils to engage 

in depth with their favourite areas of study.

For pupils with specific learning needs, our Learning Support team works with 

pupils and their parents to structure personalised study programmes. These are 

closely monitored, continually reviewed and changed in accordance with a 

pupil’s progress and evolving needs.

We encourage our pupils to apply what they learn across subject areas: for 

example, what you pick up about number sequencing in the Mathematics 

Department can be used to compose a melody in a Music lesson. The ability to 

think in a flexible way means that Brentwood pupils will be able to turn their 

hands to most things. Resourceful, ingenious people will always find doors 

opening for them throughout the world.

The moment our pupils show an ounce of enterprise or dedication, we put the 

resources of the School at their disposal. Whether you want to make a film, direct 

a piece of theatre, build a robot, or start a company, you can do it here.

We offer generous means-tested bursaries and academic scholarships. For more 

information, visit our website.

Academic Enrichment
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In the First Year, every pupil starts by learning four languages, French, German, 

Spanish and Latin. They also have a lesson of dance every two weeks, which 

enhances expression and develops confidence. 

We are traditionalists who have the confidence to innovate. We carefully review 

and select the syllabuses and teaching approaches we employ and adopt new 

methods when we know it makes sense to. For example, we offer IGCSE Science 

Courses because they provide the best preparation for study at Sixth Form. 

Alongside A Levels we offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma to further 

foster internationalism as well as academic rigour.

From the First Year, pupils are equipped with iPads to help their digital literacy 

and enhance their technological learning. Teachers use up-to-date applications 

and teaching methods and ensure that every subject is taught in the most 

modern sense.

We present academic subjects in ways that relate them to the real world and we 

promote practical as well as intellectual engagement. Because we have 

exceptional facilities, we are able to give all our pupils the chance to participate in 

practicals. In many cases, they can try experiments for themselves that would be 

done as demonstrations elsewhere. Added to this there are a huge number of 

trips and visits, from the battlefields of Ypres to the volcanic splendour of Iceland, 

from the mountains of Snowdonia and South Africa to the bright lights of Tokyo 

and New York.

Our curriculum
Many of our pupils achieve top results and this is 

the consequence of our broader purpose: to 

ensure our pupils leave Brentwood 

understanding that acquiring knowledge is only 

part of what it means to learn. They know that 

knowledge is worth more when it is engaged 

wisely and creatively.

“At Brentwood, we make every child in our classes feel 
welcome and involved. We give them a sense of 

empowerment in a numerical world that is often portrayed 
as mysterious, impenetrable and threatening.” 

Head of Mathematics

w
w

w
.b

ren
tw

o
o

d
sch

o
o

l.co
.u

k/A
cad

em
ic-O

verview
-Sen

io
r



98

The creative mind

“Stepping out into the hot lights on the stage in the 
Memorial Hall at Brentwood was one of the most intense 

experiences of my early life. I learnt a lot more than I ever 
understood. But I think I liked it.”

Griff Rhys Jones, Old Brentwood



1110

Creativity is hugely important in an increasingly computerised world: story-

telling, design, the use of humour and the ability to derive meaning and purpose 

are all things computers can not do (and will not do) as well as humans. They are 

also core to the creative side of life at Brentwood in a way that few other schools 

can match.  Each of our Arts departments is well resourced. The Hardy Amies 

Design Centre houses the Art, Design Technology, Computer Science and Food & 

Nutrition departments. These disciplines 

interact and inspire each other. 

The Art studios are impressive spaces with 

oodles of natural light and inspiring 

exhibits. Our Music and Drama devotees 

enjoy fully equipped rehearsal studios and 

practice rooms. There is a range of 

performance spaces throughout the 

School including the 400-seat Wessex 

Auditorium, the classically inspired 

proscenium arch Memorial Hall and our informal Performing Arts space within 

the award-winning Bean Academic Centre, not to mention our purpose-built 

mirrored dance studios. These places are creative hubs in the School, and their 

influence is pervasive. Art, Music, Drama and Food Technology are curriculum 

subjects until the Third Year, when pupils identify those that particularly inspire 

them, which they can continue to GCSE level. 

The arts
The ability to be innovative and enterprising in 

any field comes from discovering and harnessing 

a creative side. The study of Arts at Brentwood 

aims to do this for every pupil – whether they 

consider themselves to be ‘arty’ or not. 

Even if a pupil does not want to pursue the Arts academically, there is a vast array 

of Co-Curricular Music, Art, Food, Drama and Design present at Brentwood. 

Virtually all our pupils have a creative activity or talent among their interests and 

these activities are available to both the accomplished and the novice alike.

Our three major annual productions run the gamut from comedy to tragedy, the 

classics, musicals and recent West End successes. 

For those with a song in their heads, there is a Music computer suite where they 

can compose using Sibelius composition software. Every half term there is an 

orchestral or chamber concert, giving pupils something to aim for and audiences 

something to enjoy. The famous Brentwood School Big Band has toured Europe 

and even has its own album on iTunes.

Among others, we offer generous scholarships in Art, Choral, Dance, Drama and 

Music. For more information, visit our website.

“The Music performances at Brentwood and being the 
leader of a School orchestra are magnificent experiences 

that I would not have had elsewhere and never will again!” 
Amy, Fifth Year
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Everybody’s game

“It could never have happened without  the School Master in 
Charge of Fencing’s unrelenting determination and hard 

work that gives my daughter, and all his fencers, the passion 
and skill to become world class fencers one day.” 

Parent
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Almost every school plays team sports, but at Brentwood we field so many teams, 

at so many different levels, in so many different sports, that pupils who may have 

been overlooked elsewhere can experience what it means to be a team captain or 

score the winning point.

We have 72 acres of playing fields as well as a sports centre that houses a 25-metre 

swimming pool, a fitness suite, gymnasium, dance studios, glass-backed squash 

courts, a fencing salle and an enormous sports hall. In 2012 it was used by Team 

GB to practice for the London Olympic Games.

Sports
Our pupils compete on the national and 

international stage. We have produced 

Commonwealth Fencing Champions and other 

students have gone on to play national football, 

athletics, netball and county cricket. Our School 

rugby, hockey and swimming teams compete at 

the highest level. Even our small equestrian and 

gymnastics teams win national competitions. 

All pupils have Games lessons. Our attitude is that physical fitness, co-ordination 

and sportsmanship should be within reach of everyone, so we keep the 

atmosphere friendly and fun. We compete regularly with local schools, and 

within School there are Inter-House competitions in most sports. Some pupils 

achieve high honours nationally and internationally at various sports, some take 

part simply because they enjoy it.

There are those that wish to make sport a career, and our Elite Player Pathway run 

by our resident Cricket professional supports our most gifted and talented 

athletes. It is designed to further prepare them for a possible progression to elite 

sport, following in the footsteps of many of our former pupils. Athletes from the 

Fifth and Sixth Form are identified for their prowess in the sporting arena and 

their attitude off it.  A particular emphasis will be placed on successfully 

combining their school education alongside experiencing a higher standard of 

sports development.

We offer generous sports scholarships. For more information, visit our website.
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“Pupils engage and excel in an exceptional range of 
extra-curricular activities, pursuing their personal 

strengths and passions in supportive and challenging 
environments, benefiting from considerable investment 

of time and resources by staff, leaders and governors.” 

ISI Inspection Report, 2019

Getting involved
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Alongside over 60 Co-Curricular activities ranging from Orienteering and Water Polo 

to Junior Choir and Skiing, not to mention extra classes in most academic subjects, 

we have one of the oldest and largest optional Combined Cadet Forces in the country, 

run a Community Service Unit,  the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme and Model 

United Nations, which are all among the most popular activities. They run as options 

outside the curriculum and give pupils yet another opportunity to build relationships 

and be outward-looking. 

Pupils join the Combined Cadet Force from the Third Year onwards and can choose 

between the Army, Navy and Air Force. The Combined Cadet Force is a big part of 

Brentwood life. It mobilises hundreds of our pupils to be adventurous and team-

spirited. At Sixth Form level, Senior Cadets are put in charge of groups of younger 

pupils, with the help of staff. The Seniors have a training week away with skills and 

advice passed down from year to year.

Co-Curricular

“Brentwood School cares about the whole child. It is not 
just an exam factory. My daughter was perfectly happy at 

her previous school, but now says ‘she wishes she had been 
to Brentwood School the whole time.’” 

Parent of Third Year pupil The Community Service Unit is the centre of social enterprise at the School. Tens of 

thousands of pounds are raised every year to help specific charitable organisations in 

our local area and abroad. Among other things, the Unit undertakes recycling 

initiatives and visits to rest homes. There are also the one-off brainwaves that change 

the lives of those taking part as much as those who might benefit from the money that 

is raised.

Brentwood School offers The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) which is an award 

for personal achievement that can be obtained by anyone aged from 14 to 25. The 

achievements within each award level give pupils a huge sense of accomplishment, 

and whilst DofE is a challenging undertaking, it is extremely good fun and young 

personalities thrive on it.

Model United Nations offers pupils interested in International Relations the chance 

to debate global issues in a competitive and fast-paced environment. Brentwood 

School hosts its own conference each  year, and the team attends other local schools’ 

conferences all year round.

w
w

w
.b

ren
tw

o
o

d
sch

o
o

l.co
.u

k/C
o

-C
u

rricu
lar-Sen

io
r

w
w

w
.b

ren
tw

o
o

d
sch

o
o

l.co
.u

k/C
o

-C
u

rricu
lar-Sen

io
r



2120

“The Boarding House was warm and inviting and it was strange, 
although I was nervous and really anxious to be so far away from home I 
had a good feeling about the place and it has been my home now for so 
long and to leave will be tough.” 

 Kittinan, Boarding Student

Home from home
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Brentwood School has a long history of boarding and our boarders are an important 

part of the whole School community. Students benefit from having more time to join 

in after-school activities without the worries of a long journey home. Dedicated time 

for homework with support from house tutors helps students keep on top of their 

work and there is plenty of time to make friends. 

We have one girls’ and one boys’ boarding house. In truth, they are homes more 

than boarding houses: staffed by dedicated husband-and-wife teams and 

boarding house tutors, they offer warmth and a family atmosphere to pupils from 

different backgrounds, both near and far. Friendships made by our boarders 

often last a lifetime. 

We offer full and weekly boarding and we feel very fortunate to have a wide mix 

of nationalities from Asia, Europe, and the Middle and Far East.

In addition to the wide range of Co-Curricular activities on offer at the School, 

boarders have their own programme of social activities. Housemasters and 

Housemistresses make sure there is a plethora of activities on offer in the 

evenings and at weekends. These include trips to the cinema, theatre, 

paintballing, bowling and weekends away.

Boarding
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“During the week, Brentwood takes care of important 
school things – homework, clubs and activities – leaving 

weekends as quality time for us to enjoy as a family.” 
Boarding parent 



The next step....
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“It’s given me a real sense that I can do anything I put my 
mind to…and I think that epitomises Brentwood.” 

Georgia, Recent Leaver

When the time comes to move on, we have a careers advice team who will search 

out the best university courses for study in the UK and internationally. So, if you 

want to be an engineer, a harpist, a human rights lawyer, a journalist or a 

physiotherapist, we will help you choose the best course in the world to start the 

journey of living your life to the full. Of course, if university isn’t for you, we’re 

here to help with apprenticeship schemes, work experience and study abroad. 

Our extended international network of over 7000 Old Brentwoods is always on 

the end of the phone, too.

Our state-of-the-art Sixth Form Centre, opened by HRH The Earl of Wessex 

includes a 400-seater auditorium, IT suite, social area and technologically 

enhanced classrooms. 

You will be left with a head full of incredible memories, a heart full of friends and 

the confidence to aim high. Brentwood Sixth Form is a wonderful place to 

continue studying. Vibrant young men and women will find the same incredible 

breadth of opportunities and rock solid moral support that one finds through the 

whole School.






